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1. 2. 3. 4. 5.

A TINDERBOX CULTURAL CENTER FOR CHILDREN / CAFE, SHOP, RECEPTION
B VISITOR FACILITIES / SHOP
C ADMINISTRATION
D TINDERBOX CULTURAL CENTER FOR CHILDREN / EXHIBITION
E FEATURED EXHIBITION
F FEATURED EXHIBITION
G TECHNICAL / STORAGE (UNDERGROUND ENTRY)
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5.

To celebrate one’s life is to embrace the 
essence of one’s life’s work. Hans Christian 
Andersen’s work explored all parts of the 
human condition. Through his masterful 
story telling, he transported his audience to 
imaginative worlds with vivid characters that 
reflect every day life that is still relevant 
today. The future of the Andersen museum, 
House of Fairy Tales will reflect the 
significance of the man, his work, and more 
importantly the journey of his imagination.

In order to become a must-see attraction and landmark 
for the City of Odense, the House of Fairy Tales must 
project a completely unique architecture that embodies 
the work of Andersen. Instead of replicating or mimicking 
the fabric of the old city, the building and garden shall 
contrast with the existing context thus elevating the 
importance of the existing historic structures while 
breeding new life and vitality to the city. The building and 
garden shall be distinct from its context as was H.C. 
Andersen’s achievement from the contemporaries of his 
time.

Three glass drum-like buildings rise out of the ground while spaces 
between them are enclosed in structural glass and connected to 
the historic buildings. The circular spaces of each structure are 
replicated into the garden representing other-worldliness of 
Andersen’s literature. While each world takes on its own unique 
nature, a continuous path that represents the continuity and 
infinite journey of life ties them together. This meandering path is 
both a functional path that leads the visitor to all parts of the 
building and garden and a symbolic metaphor for the lyrical nature 
that leads a reader into despair, heartbreak, redemption, 
salvation, rejuvenation, celebration and jubilation. The inner 
beauty of Andersen's work is celebrated in all forms inside the 
building as well as outside in the garden. The journey is 
never-ending, a continuous exploration of human nature and 
Andersen’s imaginative work.

New technology will be employed to reflect the progressive and 
ambitious goals of this project and beyond in the City of Odense. 
Environmental sustainability will be addressed with careful 
consideration for natural resources as well as sustainable practice. 
Photovoltaic panels will be used to capture solar energy while 
gardens will manage water quality coming into and out of the 
project site. Circular gardens and a meandering walkway will 
create multiple welcoming entries. Unlike today’s enclosed 
perimeter, the future garden will be transparent, open and become 
a unique garden in the city to host a state of the art museum for 
Hans Christian Andersen.
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