
THE COMMONS AND CHILDREN’S PARK / MISSION BAY 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

Per the Mission Bay Masterplan, a linear park named ‘The Commons’ running east-west divided the mix-use and residential 
district to the north from the University of  California Mission Bay campus to the south.  The western half  of  this linear park 
was designed in conjunction with the unique triangular shaped Children’s Park.  The proposed Commons design broke from 
the linear nature by meandering and zig-zaging berms and gardens in order to create a variety of  small butterfly gardens 
and gathering spaces.  A centrally located plot, known as P15 included a plaza, kiosks and water feature and was conceived 
as the central gathering focus of  the entire linear park.  One block to the north, a Children’s park hosted the latest 
playground structures, a narrow curving water feature to mimic a natural stream and sand play area.  The park also offered 
plenty of  seating for the community as well as making a clear connection to public parks and dog run to the north. 

Owner: Mission Bay Development Group / City of  San Francisco 
Architect(s): Tom Eliot Fisch, Office of  Cheryl Barton 
Scope: Lead Design and Management from Concept through Schematic Design (AECOM) 
Size / Cost: 9.5 acres / $20 million 
Completion: n/a

TLEEDESIGN LAND ARCHITECTURE



MISSION CREEK PARK PHASE 2 / MISSION BAY 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

Building on the first phase of  Mission Creek Park by EDAW, Inc. in year 2000, the phase 2 design continued the river front 
park along Channel street southward to the end of  Mission Creek.  This public park project included many challenges such 
as working with a very active local community, an existing community park, the communities’ parking, access for public and 
the continuation of  the city’s bicycle trail as well as site drainage and environmental challenges of  the Mission Bay district.  
The proposed design brought together all of  these issues by a set of  meandering paths, berms and native plantings that 
were highlighted with a series of  furnished gathering spaces and natural habitat gardens.  Working closely with the civil 
engineer, an unique overland flow designed for 10 a year storm to drain streets run-off  into the creek was designed with 
native grasses and groundcovers that gave interest throughout the seasons. 

Owner: Mission Bay Development Group / City of  San Francisco 
Architect(s): Tom Eliot Fisch 
Scope: Lead Design and Management from Concept through Schematic Design (AECOM) 
Size / Cost: 8.5 acres / $4.8 million 
Completion: n/a

TLEEDESIGN LAND ARCHITECTURE




